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Hiſtory S PATRICK. 


HILE the feuds among the Fee out things 
which concern only themſelves and their de- 
.pendants, engage the attention of all who are 
Intereſted or who have nothing elſe to think af; I can- 
not hope to turn the thoughts of ſuch men, from an ob- 
ject ſo worthy of their time and talents, to the affairs of 
2 private family, in whichthey have long ſimce diſclofed, 
how little they are concerned, -however intereſting they 
ay appear to others. 

The family, I mean, is that of which a renown'd Hi- 
bernian bard, in former times wrote a compendious hiſ- 
_ tory, a ſmall; part of which he publiſhed in Engliſb, which 
contains no more than a ſhort account of Patrict's father 
and his three ſons, George, Patrick and Andrew, and 
ſome complaints that Patrick made of bis father's partia- 
lity, to his elder and younger brothers, George and An- 
drew, but ſeveral fragments of ic have been lately diſ- 
covered, one of which There givethetranſlation of from 
the original Iriſb, for the ſatisfaction of the curious. It 
is divided into chapters, and only relates to the domeſtick 
affairs or Perrier, and the economy” of is houſtotd, 
which was the only hiſtory Patrick, as he ſtood circum- 
ſtanced, could furniſh materials for. 

Patrick's family ſetelement, had ſo Magz diſadranta- 
geous peculiarities in it, that it was very diſtinguiſhable 
from all other family ſettlements then exift: 

He had a very confiderabſe eſtate itr lands, but poorly 
inhabited, and moſtly * his own children, who were 


very 
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very numerous and generally in very low circumſtances 3 
he was fond of ſhew, and kept two handſome houſes, one 
an the top of a hill called „ {gf in which there 
was much ſtate and little buſineſs, and the ſervants, Who 
wete all choſen by Patrick's father and elder brother, 
were of the ſame uſe in Patrick's affairs, as the battle- 
axe guards are in the army. The other houſe, in which 
moſt of Patric#s buſineſs was tranſacted, was ſituated 
below at the foot of the hill, and as all the ſervants of 
it, were choſen by Patric#'s children, it was more pe- 
culiarly Patrick's houſe than any other; and what paſſed 
there, makes the principal branch of Patric#'s hiſtory. 
In this houſe the ſervants of principal note; were Mrs. 
Dorothy Major, the houſe-keeper, and Mrs. Jenny Mi- 
nor, and the coachman. The coachman was always 
choſen by Mrs. Major, the houſekeeper ; ſhe governed 
all affairs in the houſe, and confided much in the coach- 
man, who was her creature, and he by the influence he 
nerally had on her, was a ſervant of confiderable con- 
uence in the houſe ; as for Mrs. Jenny Miner, though 
her power was but ſmall, ſhe was ſometimes very for- 
midable to both the others, for ſhe was long known to be 
a ſpy upon their actions, and if ſhe ever catched them 
— ſhe never failed to make a rout in the houſe and 
ſpread it all abroad, among the children of Patrick. When 
there was any diſpute about the choice of a ſervart, the 
matter was left to the deciſion of the houſekeeper, who 
fometimes determined according to the merits of the caſe, 
and upon ſuch occaſions all the ſervants in the houſe were 
aſſembled to know her pleaſure. A clauſe was found in 
the family ſettlement, all in George's hand writing, and 
that was, whenever Patrick neglected to make proper re- 
gulations in his family, his brother George thould make 
them for him; this Patrick Rtifly deny'd to be any part of 
the ſettlement, and it was referred to counſel learned in 
the law, who were choſen and fee'd by George, fo of 
courſe they gave their opinions A, againſt Patricks 
who thereupon ſubmitted. | 
Alter this George took the chief government of all Pa- 
tricks An concerns, and as he lived at too great a 
A 2 diſtance 
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diſtance to be perſonally preſent with him, he ſent to 
him every now and then, an Overſeer to inſpect and re- 
port, and if Fatrick had any thing good to give away, 
the Overſeer was to give it to ſuch of George's children as 
he thought proper, and any thing elſe that was to be diſ- 
poſed of, Patrick was at liberty to give to his own chil- 
dren, and for this indulgence and ſervice, the Overſeer 
was to be paid by Patrick the higheſt wages going, and 
to enable the Overſeer to perform this ſervice the better, 
he kept the key of Patrick's Cellar and Larder. 

Notwithſtanding all the diſadvantages Patrick laboured 
under, he kept up a good appearance at his city houſe, 
where his winter reſidence generally was, and ſuch of 
his children as could make a decent appearance, lived 
round about him there, but thoſe of them, who were 
ragged and half naked, he kept in the country, becauſe 
they were not fit to be ſhewn to company. Patrick, be- 
fides carriages for ordinary uſe, kept a ſtate coach to 
make a figure upon extraordinary occaſions, for he was 
fonder of ſhew than his elder brother, not having ſo much 
buſineſs to do. | 

_ Ralph who drove the North ſtage for ſome Years, 
with the entire approbation of the proprietors, was by 
them recommended to Mrs. Dorothy, who took him into 
the place; and during the ſhort time that he lived in it, 
acquitted himſelf very well, and died with the character 
of an honeſt, careful fellow, and a good Coachman. 

To him Harry, who had been his helper, ſucceeded : 
when he got into the box, he was reputed a bolder driver, 
but not ſo able a coachman ; he was obliged, like all his 
predeceſſors, to pay court to the houſe-keeper, which he 

did at firſt with due modeſty and decorum. | 
In Kalpb's time, Mrs. Dorothy had ſome character, 
for he made no attempts upon her virtue, yet they were 
upon as good terms as honeſt folks ought to be; it was 
then Ralph and ſhe adviſed her maſter to ſet apart the rents 
of a ſmall farm which he could well ſpare, to be laid out 
in cutting drains thro' different parts of his eſtate, by 
which a water-carriage would be ſupplied to his children 
and tenants, and they might thereby find a market among 
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themſelves ſor the products of their farms; their bogs 
would become profitable, and all the wants of bread and 
firing, for which they were every year at the mercy of 
their neighbours, might be eaſily ſupplied at home, be- 
ſides, they repreſented to him, what a pitiful figure he 
made at his chief Manſion in ſending every ſecond day 
for a box of coals to his brother George, and Andrew's 
tenants, to dreſs his dinner with, when they knew he 
he had enough at home, but that they muſt ſuppoſe he 
was too lazy, or too beggarly to be at the trouble or ex- 
pence of digging them. Upon theſe conſiderations, Pa- 
trick agreed to the propoſal, and got his father and bro- 
ther George to approve of it; ſo nothing wasnow wanting, 
but a careful and honeſt execution of this neceſſary 
ſcheme, which by Ralph's death, fell to Harry and Mrs. 
Dorothy. They appointed themſelves and friends to 
overſee the work, and to apply the money. 

PATRICK's children had always fo high an eſteem 
for their father's houſe-keeper, that what ſhe ſaid paſſed 
with them for a law, inſomuch, that once upon a quar- 
rel between her and the parſon, whom ſhe always hated, 
ſhe only gave the word about, (ns grafs for the parſon's 
horſe) and not one blade of graſs was to be had for him 
upon her maſter's whole eſtate, and this great deference 
for her, aroſe from an opinion they had of her being a 
ſenſible, diſcreet, orderly woman, by which ſhe had the 
ear of her maſter, and was his principal adviſer in all his 
domeſtick concerns, and indeed Patrick had no other 
concerns worth talking of, ſo that if ſhe neglected them, 
ſhe neglected his all. "I 

Harry and Mrs. Dorothy knew this, and therefore to 
preſerve their credit with the family, they began the work 
briſkly, opened the ground here and there, and went on 
employing a number of hands. In the mean while the 
longer Harry continued in his place, the better he grew 
acquainted with Mrs. Dorothy, and the more he diſco- 
vered her weak ſide. He perceived he could prevail upon 
her to go greater lengths with him than ſhe did with any 
of his predeceſſors ; upon which he reſolves to take occa- 
ſion by the forelock, and to take all advantages of Mrs. 
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Dorothys frailty: He invited her to treats and junkety, 
which ſhe readily accepted of; but as his wages Was not 
ſufficient to keep up this ſport long, ways and means 
muſt be found out to ſupply them in it. Many were 
from time to time deviſed and put in execution; among 
others they found out that the profits of the farm which 
in Ralph's time was ſet apart, (as mentioned before) was 
*got equal to the expence of carrying on the work in all 
iI branches, and this they agreed was ſufficient reaſon 
far not doing any part of it, and dropping it entirely, and 
the product of the farm would anſwer other purpoſes 
more agreeable to them, tho* leſs uſcful to the family; 
gnd if any ſervant in the houſe ſhould be impertinent 
enough to aſk a queſtion about it, they knew how to ſtop 
his mouth when they pleaſed; ſo by degrees it became 
quite neglected and not a word was heard of it from 
thence- forward in Patrici's houſe. | | | 

Upon laying afide this work which had no other ad- 
vantage or uſe in it than to provide the neceſſaries of life 
for the numerous family of their maſter. If any of the 
children met Mrs. Dorethy when ſhe went to take a little 
country air, and complained to her of cold and hunger, 
ſhe bid them be under no apprchenſions, for the had 
drove all poachers off the land, and there would be plenty 
of wild fowl next year at their father's houſe, where, if 
they could contrive to get in and behave well, Hall and 
ſhe would carve for them, and help them to a leg ora 
wing, if any thing was left after the ſervants were fed ; 
and indeed ſhe was ſo far as good as her word, that the 
was particularly careful of her maſters Grouce, Patridge, 
and Pheaſant, but never once conſidered how ſhe was to 
provide fire to roaſt them, or bread to eat with them; 
ain for theſe articles depended moſtly upon the Neigh- 
bours, for ſuch now was the ſettled rule of œconomy in 
Patrick's houſe, and the children were left to ſhift for 
them as well as they could, by picking ſticks for firing, 
and cating potatoes inſtead of bread. 

In the mean while Harry and Mrs. Dorothy regaled 
themſelves every day with all the -tit bits of the houſe, 
and their intimacy increaſed to a degree far beyond _ 

| - bounds 
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9 of friendſhip. They gratified themſelves with ſo 
| regard to the obſervation of the family, that any one 
with half an eye might ſee what they were about. At 
laſt they grew ſo careleſs of what any one thought, that 
they ſuffered themſelves to be ſurprized in the very fact. 
And once upon a public occafion, when all the family of 
the houſe were met together, to know Mrs. Dorothy's 
pleafure about a new ſervant that was recommended; the 
ſignified her pleaſure in'a manner that amazed all the 
anders by. For the went afide, where 4 Harry, in 
the view of the whole afſembly, engaged in criminal con- 
. Yerſation with Mrs. Dorothy, and then made her turn off 
the recommended ſervant, and take in a profeſſed friend 
of his old rival Preſto the Fugler ; from the laſt circum- 
ſtance their friends excufed them, by ſaying, they muſt 
Have been both drunk, or they would never have acted 
à part at once both impolitic and indecent. 

Harry had now viltbly no regard to Mrs. Dorothy's 
character, but carried on his intercourſes with her, more 
for the good cheer he got by her, than from any affec- 
tion he had to her perſon ; for this reaſon he was never 
5 of any who wanted only a ſingle favour from her, 


rovided he made his court thro* him, by whoſe interceſ- 
ſion the wooer was never diſappointed, but if he was ſo 
ndifcreet as to follicit her chaftity privately, without em- 
ploying arry's good offices, he not only was repulſed 
then, but could never hope for her favour after; for 
' Harry, by providing others for her, as well as by his 
own perſonal ſervices, became in a double capacity the 
' miniſter of her pleaſures, and was beſides occaſionally the 
"Champion of her virtue. 
© Accordingly the overſeer, when he wanted a favour 
from Mrs. Dorothy, employed Harry as his ſollicitor, 
and theſe three always kept up a good correſpondence 
with each other, in which they all found their account; 
for tho' the Overſeer kept the key of the cellar and lar- 
der, yet it was by Mrs. Dorothy's orders they were both 
fill'd, ſo that as ſhe laid in the good cheer, fo he gave it 
A4 out, 
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out, in which he did not forget himſelf, and the honeft 


houſekeeper, and coachman. | 


For many years this good intelligence ſubſiſted among 
them, and while it did, things went on ſwimmingly with 


Harry and Mrs. Dolly, entertaining themſelves and their _ 


company with ſome of the beſt the houſe could afford; 
when an unlucky accident happened, which threatened 
ſome ſmall interruption to their enjoyments. 

Mrs. Dolly hired ſome bungling Maſon to repair the 


| pariſh Watob- houſe, who after botching the work, and 


overcharging forty ſhillings, was paid his bill, and yet 
gave the perquiſite uſual on ſuch occaſions, to ſome of 
the ſervants of the Overſcer, inſtead of dividing it with 
the ſervants of Patrick, to make them drink. 

The reader muſt know, that in all well-regulated fa- 
milies, an honeſt ſervant never ſuffers a tradeſman to 
cheat his maſter, unleſs he ſhares in the gain ; which he 
looks upon as part of his vails. _ _ 1 

The maſon's affair ſet the ſervants of Patriſt in an up- 
roar; Mrs. Dorothy ſpent whole days in ſcblding, and 
calling him all to naught, and threatened, if he did not 
refund, ſhe would have him kick'd out of the houſe, if 
ever he dar'd to ſet his foot in it. Mrs. Dorethy's fury 
upon this affair, was magnified to the children and te- 


nants, as an inſtance of her zeal and activity, in every 


thing that concerned their . intereſt, and it produced in 
them this ſtrange effect; it occaſioned reflections upon 
her conſtant and fteady indifference, for more than 
twenty years paſt, to an affair of the laſt conſequence to 
them, and abſolutely in her power : That they were in 
annual danger of ſtarving, for want of a ſupply from their 
neighbours of what they might_find at home, if ſhe had 
uſed half the diligence in draining their lands, that ſhe 
does now, to detect a rotten brick, or a broken tyle in 
the watch-houſe; that there is but this one excuſe to Le 
made for her extravagant conduct, that ſhe is convinced 


- In her conſcience, that a drop of rain falling upon a 


watchman's coat, is of much higher concern, than a gene- 
ral famine among her maſter's children'; that it was plain 
they ſquabbled only for their own perquiſites; ſo let 775 
* , t 
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fight it out, ſaid hey among themſelves, when rougues 
fall out, honeſt people may come by their own. | 
Another circumſtance at this time, gave this loving cou- 
ple, Harry and Dell much more uncaſineſs than the for- 
mer. "They found that the Overſeer, contrary to the 
cuſtom of his predeceſſors, ſhut the larder and cellar a- 
gainſt them; that Mrs. Jenny Minor now got her ſhare 
of what was ſtirring, and was growing plump and ſizable, 
while Mrs. Dorothy was much ſtinted in her uſual amuſe- 
ments; this Harry ſuſpected was done to draw her off 
from him, and then fill up his place with a new coachman. 
At this he ſwore bloodily that it was breaking down 
all the rules of the family, that it was well known. for 
time out of mind, to be a maxim in the houſe that Mrs. 
Dorothy Major's name ſignified all Patric#'s children, 
and her perſon was always to be treated with the ſame 
reſpeR and tenderneſs: that moſt of the children, who 
lived in the country were weak and lean, from the p. 
verty of their food, and that they would all fall into a 
conſumption, if Mrs. Dorothy was not fed with the niceſt 
bits in the larder ; that they were ſubject to lowneſs of 
ſpirits for want of ſome generous liquors to drink, and 
would all die of the vapours, if the cellar was not open- 
| ed, as uſual, to regale Mrs, Dorothy and her company; 
that it was well known how diligently both he and ſhe 
had obſerved in their own perſons, the aforefaid regimen 
for many years, meerly for the ſake of the poor children 
of their maſter, leſt they ſhould be oppreſſed with thirſt, 
hunger or ſorrow, and though moſt of them were never 
the fatter or merrier for all the care they had taken of 
them; yet he could name four or five of them, who 
from being as poor carrion as ever fell in a ditch, were 
now become as fat as porpoiſes. Mrs. Jenny Minor liſ- 
tened to all this with a profound filence, for ſhe knew 
how things went, and how vain it was to argue againſt 
Mrs. Delly and Harry in that houſe; that by eppoſing 
them, heretofore, ſhe got nothing but ill uſage ; that ſhe 
had been kept at ſhort allowance, as if there had been a 
famine in the houſe ; that ſhe had been reduced to a ſke- 
leton, and indeed it was a ſhame to ſee fuch a ſpectacle 
. | in- 
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in a houſe, where ſo much was laviſh'd away without 
any benefit to the family; and if ſhe had not ſome poc- 
ket money of her own and friends without, ſhe muſt 
baye ſtarved ; but of late ſhe was growing into cafe, by 
the kindneſs of the Overſeer and John, the marketman. 
Mrs. Jenny kept up a good character with every one, 
except the houſekeeper and coachman; ſhe and Mrs. 
Derethy had been always at variance, and were the re- 
verſe of one another in all reſpects. Mrs. Dorothy with 
ſtrong liquors, high feeding and bad hours, was grown 
fat and bloated, and ſo Re ey'd, that ſhe could not ſee 
the moſt plain and obvious thing that related to her maf- 
ter's children, though juſt under her noſe, but if ſhe 
heard the voice of any of her pot companions, ſhe 
prick'd up her ears, put a glaſs to her eye, and could 
then ſee to a miracle all that concerned their intereſt : She 
grew heedleſs of what the world ſaid of her, and provid- 
ed ſhe enjoyed an intrigue and a bottle, cared not a far- 
ou how things went with the family. 
rs. Jenny, though ſhe had long been extremely thin 
and meagre, had naturally a good ſound conſtitution, 
which ſhe did not impare by any exceſles ; ſhe was ra- 
ther abſtemious than otherwiſe, ſhe had a regard to her 
character, and was well ſpoken of among the children 
of Patrick,, whoſe intereſt ſhe was now ſuppoſed to have 
more at heart than the houſekeeper. While Mrs. Doro- 
thy preſerved her reputation, Mrs. Jenny was held in 
contempt, but her good name improved daily as the 
other's declined, and ſhe became reſpected as a veſtal, 
when the other was diſpiſed as a proſtitute. 
JFiobn, the marketman, had a ſneaking kindneſs for 
Mrs. Jenny, and upon every occaſion, in his power, 
was her very good friend. Jobn was an honeſt young 
fellow, and for ſome years drove the market cart, had 
the care of fetching home all the wines, groceries and 
ſpirits for the family uſe, and if there was a crock of 
butter or a hide to be fold, they were ſent to market un- 
der John's care, and whenever he had a glaſs of any 
thing good, he complimented BY. Ow with it. Har- 
73, at firſt, took no notice of Jehn's regards for Mrs. 
© Jenny 
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Jenny, whom he had long deſpiſed, but obſerving 
them grow very intimate with the chaplain, and 
always whiſpering abqut the houſe; that they of- 
ten paid their reſpects to the Overſeer, with whom 
he was not on as good terms as formerly; he be- 
gan to ha ve huge ſuſpicions of a plot, and hearing at the 
ſame time, that the Overſeer had made ſome advances to 
Mrs. Dorothy, unknown to him, he thought he plainly 
diſcovered, that Jahn had a mind to be coachman ; that 
he now ſaw the reaſon why the larder and cellar were 
not open to him as uſual ; that they intended to inveigle 
Mrs. Dorothy from him, by diſabling him to amuſe her 
any longer, with entertainments and parties of pleaſure. 

He had no reliance upon her conſtancy; he knew 

that her virtue and reputation had been long upon a level; 
that in her temper ſhe was grown luxurious and merce- 
nary, and therefore had ſome reaſonable doubts of her 
fidelity to him, if the preſent reſtraint upon her pleaſures 
was not ſpeedily removed. 
However he carefully concealed from her the diſreſ- 
pectſul ſentiments he had of her, and ſhe on her part be- 
ing ſecretly pleaſed to think the Overſeer had deſigns up- 
on her, as carefully concealed her ſentiments from him, 
ſo that in all outward appearance they kept up a good 
correſpondence with each other, . 

Harry now redoubled his aſſiduities, and went in the 
morning to pay his reſpect to her at her own chamber, 
when he might expect to find her ſober; he there endea- 
voured to alarm her, by telling her, that the Overſeer 
had a ſcheme of pulling down their maſter's houſe, un- 
der pretence of building a better for him, in a more 
wholeſome ſituation, upon his brother George's eſtate; 
that he only wanted her conſent, and when that was got, 
and the houſe once pulled down, ſhe may go whiſtle for 
a ſervice, for the Overſeer would never build another 
houſe for her maſter. 

That Jahn the marketman was the ſon of old Prefto 
the Fugg/er, who was the greateſt practitioner in the 
Hoecus Pocus way in the whole county; that it was well 


known if ever he fingered fixpence of any man's money, 
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he never ceaſed till by light of hand he drew the bal - 
lance that remained in his neighbour's pocket fairly into 
his own, by which he made a comfortable livelihood, 
and lived ſnug and warm upon the profits of his buſineſs, 
which he taught to all his ſons; that if ſhe ſuffered 
John to have any communication with her, ſhe would 
never be worth a groat, and if ſhe choſe him for a 
coachman, his father would not only leave him penny leſs, 
but would even cheat the horſes of their corn, or he 
would blow the chaff into her eyes while he was putting 
the oats into his pocket. | 

That he heard the Chaplain had the aſſurance to give 
her ſome advice in private for changing her conduct, but 
he hoped ſhe would not be influenced by any advice that 
came from ſuch a clergyman, who idled away all his 
time in playing Scotch-hop and Shuttle-cock, with ſchool- 
boys, when he ought to be employed in reading ſome 
godly Homily at home. 

Here Harry finiſhed his viſit, and took his leave. 
Mrs. Dorothy ſeriouſly attended to every part of this diſ- 
courſe, except what related to the chaplain, which as ſhe 
was now ſober, ſhe treated as a jeſt. As ſoon as Harry's 
back was turned, ſhe hied away to her long deſpiſed fel - 
Jlow-ſervant Mrs. Jenny, who in this cafe was as much 
intereſted as ſhe, and after ſome apologies for the abrupt- 
neſs of her viſit, told her all ſhe had heard about the O- 
verſeer and John, and deſired to know her thoughts up- 
on the matter. Mrs. Jenny anſwered that ſhe wondered 
how one of Mrs. Dorothy's experience could be under 
any apprehenſions about any ſcheme, which could not 
be executed without her own conſent, that as for John, 
ſhe would be bound for his honeſty, and tho? ſhe did not 
believe what ſhe heard, yet ſuppoſing all to be true that 
Mrs. Dorothy had told her, ſhe thought it redounded to 
Fobn's credit, that his natural honeſty got the better of 
his education ſo far, that he never followed the buſineſs 
of a Fuggler, but earned an honeſt livelihood by driving 
their maſter's market cart, as all knew; as for making 
him coachman, I believe Mrs. Dorothy, it is equal to 
Jou wha is coachman, provided your maſter's NE is 
_— one, 
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done, Here Mrs. Jenny pretended to be ignorant of the 
rivate connexion, which had long ſubſiſted, between 
rs Dorothy and Harry, whoſe pot companions were at 
this time buſy in trumpeting their praiſes abroad, and 
wherever they met any of their maſter's children or te- 
nants they told them; b 
What a brave fellow Harry was, how much he ven- 
tured for their ſake, in ſtanding up at once againſt three 
adverſaries, the Overſeer, John and the Chaplain 
that Mrs. Dorothy had been always as good as a mother 
to them all; that they-ought now to lend them a help-- 
ing hand, if required, in gratitude for their long and. 
faithful ſervices, and their well known affection to all 
their maſter's children, which upon every occaſion they, 
moſt plainly demonſtrated. Have they not for your ſake, 
ſaid they, baniſhed poachers, deprived * a parſon, bliſter- 
ed an apothecary, and are now about to immure a ma- 
ſon in his own rotten bricks and mortar; in ſhort the 
labours of Hercules are light, in compariſon to what: 
they have affected for your ſervice. 2 
Good lack, ory'd one of the ragged ſons of Patrick, 
is this all they can ſhew for five and twenty years; is it 
for this we muſt enter into the right honourable diſpute, 
whether an old whore ſhould have a new gallant ? whe- 
ther Mrs. Dorothy ſhall have young John or old Harry. 
We have long experienced one to no purpoſe, therefore, 
Jam for a new man, and if he be chaſter than Harry, 
Mrs. Dorothy may reform, and then we may poſſibly 
get five to warm us, bread to feed us, and cloaths to co- 
ver us. The family has ſome chance in a change, but 
none at all, while matters go on as they have done: 
John has an honeſt character, good friends, and as be- 
ing the younger man, may expect to continue longer a- 
mong us, ſo have a greater reſpect for what may be 
thought or ſaid of him: But if John won't do, there 
are others in the houſe as honeſt as he, and abler than 
Harry. Its well known, poor as we are, how much 
worſe we ſhould have been, had we depended upon 
Harry and Mrs. Dol! to take care of us, if it were not 
| | for 
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for dur honeſt friend, Farmer + Goodman, we ſhould 
have even our gardens waſte; he, as far as he was able, 
helped us at his own expence to make up our fences, 
plant our ditches, dig our gardens, to brew and to bake, 
while Mrs. Dorothy received the wages that poor Goods 
dan deſerved; and was all the time taken up with 
k Tehemes how to encreaſe her own vails, at our expence. 
As for her friend Hurry, he ſeemed to think, that after 
imſelf had been ſerved; our father's rents were better 
ande! in cramming his couſin, Robin Noundgut, 
ith plumb- pudding and cuftard; than ſa / ing us from 
ing. f 
f While things went on thus, Harry and Dolly put 
their heads together, and finding, that the Overſeer 
perſiſted in keeping them out of the larder and cellar, 
they agreed to write a letter to Patric#'s father, but not 
before they conſulted an attorney's clark of their ac- 
quaintance, about their title to the perquifites, which 
they had in right of their places in the houſe, and have- 
Ing ſtated their caſe, he was clearly of opinion, that as 
they had been for more than twenty years in quiet and 
peaceable poſſeſſion of their places, of which the chil- 
dren of their maſter had given them livery and ſeizen, 
and no legal claim being made during that time, on be- 
half of the children of Patrick, of any ſervice due to 
them; they were within the ſtatute of limitations, and 
held their places in the houſe now as their own private 
property, free and diſchaged of all duties and ſervices to 
the children of their maſter, who ſent them there, and 
that the perquiſites which they had in right of their pla- 
ces, could not now, under colour of their not doing ſer- 
vice to the family, be withheld,. without an infringe- 
| ment upon the law and the liberty of the ſubject. | 
This ſatisfactory opinion, being had, they reſolved to 
change the form of the letter, they intended for Patrict's 
father, and to give it the air and caſt of a letter miſſi ve, 
to make it look like the commencement of a ſuit for 


their legal property, | 


Accordingly 


* 
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Accordlingly the letter was drawn up, but not in their 
names, in order to try the ford; and it run ſo. 
I Pleaſe your honour, | 
H has been fully twenty years in the box, and 
during that time has been employed as coachmanin every 


job, either for city or country, by your honour's Over- 


ſeer, in which they always left to him the care and di- 
rection of Mrs. Dorothy, who always placed the great- 
eſt confidence in him; he had always heretofore free ac- 
cefs to the larder and cellar in confideration of his #ore- 
ſaid ſervices : but he is now treated as no longer worthy 
of that honour, the better to carry on the endeavours 
uſed to turn his and his friends perquifites into another 
channel, that is into the hands of the chaplain, Who 
from his profefſion for your honour's ſervice, ſhould ra- 
ther keep up the virtaous harmony and unanimity which 
Has ſubſiſted between Harry and the houſekeeper, and 
not ſtir up a flame between them, who were till lately 
both of one mind. | 3 g 
And may it pleaſe your honour, what do you think, 


but they carried their ſpite ſo far, as to ſtop the little 


wages of fourſeore pounds a year, which was allowed to 
Harry's couſin, Robin Roundgut, for introducing into 
His maſter's family, the true art of roafting a leg of pork, 
and god knows the wages is very trifling, when compa- 
red with our maſter's eſtate, who has above five hun- 
dred pounds a year, and with the eminence of the ſer- 
vice, which alf who love to eat, that is, all the world, 
muſt allow to be very confiderable; and this they did to 
one who was always, in all things, attached to your ho- 
nour, and would at any time go up to his neck in dire 
to ſerve any of your honour's Overſeers, as the laſt O- 
verſeer can teſtify, provided the wages of ſuch ſervice 
were continued in the old hands, who have been long 
earning it; but as no good reaſon can be aſſigned for fo 
raſh an action, as the ſtopping of wages fo well apply'd, 
it is thought it was done to ſhew that they could get o- 
thers to do their work as cheap as they, and that they 
muſt lower their price. It is with great concern I a 
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ſure your honour, that the breach is growing wider, for 
not only promiſes to ſome and threats to others are daily 
ufed, but indirect attempts-are made to diſturb the quiet 
poſſeſſion which the coachman and houſe-keeper, and 
their relations, have enjoyed for 20 years in their places 
and vails, in which they have as they are adviſed, a le- 
gal property. now by the ſtatutes of limitation, free and 
diſcharged from all ſervices to any but themſelves. 
I hope your honour will pardon me for attempting to 
inform you of theſe things, but I do it from the dread I 
have of the fatal conſequence of an angry coachman in 
the box, when the wheels of the ſtate coach are ready to 
take fire, becauſe. he will not greaſe them himſelf, nor 
let any one elſe do it for him, till all his vails are reſtor- 
ed as formerly, and when that is done, pleaſe your hon- 
our he is ready, as he always was, to drive thro' thick 
and thin for any of your honour's Overſeers, as ke plain- 
ly ſhewed in the late Overſeer's time. I am, &c. 

When this letter was finiſhed, their next care was to 
find a proper perſon to ſign it, and they thought of one 
of the ſervants of the upper houſe, upon Mount formal, 
who was a warm well-meaning man, and as there was no 
buſineſs ſtirrmg in his houſe, they imagined he would be 
glad to be employed, this was James the waggongr, who 
very readily offered his ſervice when applied to, and ſub- 


ſcribed the letter; then James conſidered that if it was 


ſent by poſt it might miſcarry, therefore a ſafe-hand muſt 

be found for the carriage of it, and after much delibera- 

tion and caſting about, he could think of no hand ſo ſafe 

5 his own, therefore reſolved to be the bearer of his own 
tter, | 


End of the firſt Chapter. 
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